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Three terrorists respons-
ible for the July 10 Ama-

rnath yatra bus attack whi-
ch claimed seven lives were
killed in an encounter in so-
uth Kashmir’s Kulgam dis-
trict on Monday. The terror-
ists included two Pakistan-
is and a local. P 13

3 Amarnath bus
attackers killed

Citing corruption, China
has stopped funding thr-

ee major road projects in Pa-
kistan that were part of the
$60-billion China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor. The mo-
ve, which has stunned Isla-
mabad, could hit Rs 1trillion
worth of road projects. P 22

China stops funds
to Pak over graft

Afshan Ashiq, the Kashm-
iri girl who shot to lime-

light after being photograph-
ed while pelting stones at co-
ps last year, is today the capta-
in of the J&K women’s soccer
team. Afshan, who plays for a
Mumbai club, says she wants
to make India proud. P 11

Stone pelter now
J&K soccer star

A34-year-old commando
shot at his wife and sist-

er-in-law in a fit of rage befo-
re turning the gun on himse-
lf in their NSG residential
colony home in Manesar on
Tuesday. While J S Yadav di-
ed on the spot, the women su-
rvived with injuries. P11

Commando fires
on wife, kills self

New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
urt rejected a plea by Sunni
Wakf Board and members of

the minority community to
postpone till July 2019 the he-
aring in the case for determi-
nation of ownership of the
2.77 acre Babri Masjid-Ram
Janmabhoomi disputed land,

and fixed February 8 for start
of day-to-day hearing.

Senior advocates Kapil Si-
bal, Rajeev Dhavan and Dus-
hyant Dave mentioned the po-
litical ramifications of the se-

ven-decade-old case and clai-
med an alleged “agenda” and
“bias” for the “hurry’ being
shown in deciding it. They as-
ked for it to be referred to a fi-
ve- or seven-judge bench. 

A three-judge bench hea-
ded by CJI Dipak Misra kept
the option of referring the
matter to a larger bench open.

Fixes Feb 8 For
Start Of Daily
Proceedings 

SC rejects plea to postpone
Ayodhya hearings to July ’19

AYODHYA, 25 YEARS ON | On the 25th anniversary of the 
demolition of the Babri Masjid, TOI visits Ayodhya to assess the 
impact of December 6, 1992 on the town, the country and Indian 
politics. We recall the most dramatic moments of that day, 
narrate stories of humanity and hope, and talk to the children 
of 1992 about their apprehensions and aspirations | P14

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

A22-year-old Jamia Millia
Islamia student was fou-

nd shot in his car in Delhi’s
Sarojini Nagar on Tuesday.
Rizwan Khan, a state-level
hockey player who was in lo-
ve with a fellow player from
Rohtak, was found with a bu-
llet wound on the right temp-
le. The car was outside the
girl’s house. While cops susp-
ect suicide, Rizwan’s family
alleged that he was killed by
the girl’s relatives. TNN P 11

Jamia Millia
student shot
over affair? 

The state cabinet has appr-
oved an industrial policy

for women entrepreneurs un-
der which they will be given
up to Rs 1crore aid, subsidy in
loan rates and cheap power.
Besides, shops will be reserv-
ed for women in malls, comm-
ercial complexes and market
yards, reports Sujit Maha-
mulkar. The aim, minister
Subhash Desai said, is to dou-
ble the number of women en-
trepreneurs to 18%. P4

State boost
for women

entrepreneurs

Mumbai: The Bombay high
court on Tuesday allowed two
abortions beyond the 20-week
legal limit considering the
risks posed to a pregnant teen
in one case and the fetus in the
other.

In the first case, it allowed
abortion at 26 weeks of a 13-
year-old rape survivor consi-
dering her age and the agony
she will suffer if the pregnan-

cy is continued. In the second,
the fetus of a similar gestatio-
nal age of a 27-year-old wo-
man will be medically termi-
nated as it has serious abnor-
malities.

A bench of Justices Shan-
tanu Kemkar and Girish Kul-
karni relied on reports from
the medical boards of KEM
and JJ hospitals to allow their
respective pleas.

HC nod for two to
abort 26-wk fetuses
Rosy.Sequeira@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Expressing con-
cern over growing commer-
cialisation of the legal profes-
sion with lawyers demanding
“astronomical” fees from liti-
gants which made it difficult
for the poor to access justice,
the Supreme Court on Tuesd-
ay asked the Centre to bring a
law to regulate the field and to
prescribe “floor and ceiling of
advocate’s fees”.

Referring to various judg-
ments of the apex court and
reports of the Law Commissi-
on, a bench of Justices Adar-
sh K Goel and U U Lalit said it
was high time the Centre int-
ervened and brought a legisl-
ation to maintain ethics in
the legal profession and ensu-
re that the poor were not depr-

ived of legal assistance from
competent lawyers due to la-
ck of funds. It also deprecated
the practice of lawyers dema-
nding a share in their client’s
pecuniary benefits awarded
by courts and said it was pro-
fessional misconduct for whi-
ch action should be taken aga-
inst erring advocates.

SC asks Centre to
cap lawyers’ fees,

regulate profession
AmitAnand.Choudhary

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The government
on Tuesday announced expo-
rt incentives of around Rs
8,500 crore for labour-intensi-
ve sectors and services as it so-
ught to blunt the impact of the
goods and services tax and
push shipments from the cou-

ntry amid signs of a pickup in
global demand.

Incentives under the Man-
ufacturing Exports from Ind-
ia Scheme and Service Expor-
ts from India Scheme were tar-
geted at sectors such as agric-
ulture, leather, carpets and
marine products and come da-
ys before the Gujarat polls,

where the launch of GST and
its impact on small businesses
have emerged as key issues.
The Centre has also been faci-
ng criticism from exporters
over tardy refunds and a redu-
ction in drawback rates mea-
nt to offset the impact of taxes.

Ahead of Gujarat polls, govt
unveils `̀8,500cr export sops

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

�Stormy scenes, P 16

�‘Life of dignity a right’, P 7 �For farm sector, P 24

�‘Professional ethics’, P 19

� Posters across UP call for
rebuilding Babri Masjid, P 16

BJP chief Amit Shah on
Tuesday demanded that

Rahul Gandhi clarify the
Congress’s stand on the Ram
Janmabhoomi dispute in the
light of Kapil Sibal appearing
for the Sunni Wakf Board in the
SC. Congress spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala distanced
the party from Sibal’s
arguments. P 16

Rahul should clarify
Cong stand: Shah ‘BARRIER TO JUSTICE’

The apex court is concerned 
about the “astronomical” fees 
charged by advocates which 
poor litigants can’t afford

It also criticised the practice 
of lawyers demanding a share 
in benefits awarded by courts 

Can justice be secured with 
legal professionals failing to 
uphold professional ethics?
the bench asked

P 15

Lausanne: Russia has been
banned from the 2018 Winter
Olympics in PyeongChang,
South Korea, after evidence
emerged of an “unprecede-
nted systematic manipulati-
on” of the anti-doping syst-
em, the International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) said on
Tuesday. However, Russian
athletes who prove that they
have a doping-free backgro-
und will be allowed to comp-
ete under the ‘Olympic Athl-
ete of Russia’ tag.

The IOC’s decision com-
es 18 months after it had ref-
used an outright ban of Rus-
sian athletes at the 2016 Rio
Olympics. Tuesday’s decisi-
on, however, looks to have
taken into account growing
protests from other countri-
es and athletes who felt that
they had been “robbed” by
their Russian opponents for
years. AGENCIES

Russia banned
from ’18 Winter
Olympics over

rampant doping
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