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Around 6pm on Sunday,
the woman reached the
building with a male

friend. An inebriated Nishad,
sitting with a friend, called
her names and asked if she
was bringing “customers”.
When she protested, he fished
out a knife, held it to her abdo-
men and threatened that he
could chop her to pieces and
no one would dare stop him.
“Others in the building just
kept watching the entire inci-
dent. I called the police but
they came only an hour later,”
she told TOI on Tuesday.

The woman, who came
from Delhi in July, stays in a
rented flat along with two
other women. “The guard has
been maligning me since Oc-
tober. I got to know from my
friends on October 15, when
they came to celebrate my
birthday. They had asked the
guard which flat I was in. He
asked them whether they we-
re customers since many peo-
ple visit my flat and I am a pro-
stitute. I complained to the
building society and they sa-

id they would take action,”
she said.

On Sunday, things turned
for the worse. “The guard is
arrogant and threatened me
saying he had almost lost his
20-year job in the building be-

cause I complained against
him. The society was yet to ta-
ke action against him, and I
was living in fear,” she said.

Bandra senior inspector
Pandit Thakare said Nishad
was privately hired by the so-

ciety and it had recorded his
antecedents. “The victim had
complained to the secretary
and Nishad was let off with
warning in October. He is
now in judicial custody,” said
Thakare.

Guard was maligning me since
Oct, says woman staying on rent 

Rajesh Nishad, 42, arrested 
for harassing and threatening a 
woman resident in a Hill Road 
housing society

Booked under IPC sections 354 
(A) (sexual harassment), 
506 (II) (criminal 
intimidation) and 509 

(insulting the modesty 
of a woman)

He often 
called the 
woman a 
prostitute. 
On Dec 3, he 
taunted his 
male friend 

that she 
had got 

JAN, 2014 | Pramod Upadhyay, 32, the 
watchman of a housing society in Powai, 
arrested for raping an inebriated resident. 
She had gone out with two friends and 
was dropped by them near her building’s 
gate after midnight by an autorickshaw. 
Upadhyay, who had been working for six 
months, found her drunk and dragged her 
away from the building and raped her

AUG, 2012 | Watchman 
Sajjad Mughal, then 24 
and working at a Wadala 
highrise, stole the keys 
of young lawyer Pallavi 
Purkayastha, sneaked in at 
night and tried to force himself on her. 
When she resisted, he killed her with 
a knife. He was convicted of murder, 
molestation and criminal trespass in 
2014. He jumped parole in 2016, but was 
arrested from his native J&K in Oct 2017

OTHER DEMON GUARDS IN MUMBAIBANDRA SHOCKER

home a “customer” 

When she 
protested, the 
inebriated Nishad 
threatened her with 
a knife

Cops initially 
fi led an NC, but 
later arrested 
him after a social 
activist intervened
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Mumbai: Despite gusty
winds and rain all through
Tuesday, there were not many
complaints of waterlogging or
tree falls. Water did collect in a
few low lying areas like the Mi-
lan and Dahisar subways, but
not enough to disrupt traffic.

As Cyclone Ockhi neared
Mumbai, the state govern-
ment kept schools shut, which
resulted in smoother traffic
movement during school
hours. Children enjoyed their
day off, playing indoor games,
but also did homework. For
adults, it was business as usu-
al. Most organizations issued
advisories for employees, but
attendance levels were not as
low as expected.

A spokesperson from Hin-
dustan Unilever (HUL) said
the company had asked people
to take caution on account of
the cyclone, leaving it to em-
ployees to take a call on travel-
related matters. Attendance

levels were about 20% lower
on Tuesday at HUL, whose
head office is in Andheri. At-
tendance was quite normal at
RPG Enterprises. “We are at
work. Very few individuals
have taken an off today,
though some left for home
early. We leave it to individuals
to decide on such matters. At-
tendance is quite normal. And
there is certainly no panic,”

said a spokesperson from RPG
Enterprises, which has its
head office in Worli.

At Motilal Oswal Finan-
cial Services, which has its of-
fice at Parel, attendance was
nearly full, said an official,
who added that since several
events were lined up, employ-
ees living at far-flung places
like Vasai, Virar and Ulhasna-
gar, too, showed up at work.

People said that while the
intensity of rain was not se-
vere, numerous messages of
the sea link and various roads
being shut created panic. The
BMC had to issue an advisory
stating that there was no truth
in such messages. “Please
don’t create panic. MCGM
along with other stake-hold-
ers have taken all necessary
precautions,” tweeted the

BMC’s disaster management
handle.

BMC also tweeted, on
Tuesday afternoon, that there
was no impact of the rain any-
where in the city and the sub-
urbs, and that traffic—road or
rail—was smooth.

(Inputs from Vinamrata
Borwankar, Namrata Singh
and Somit Sen)

Morning traffic a breeze as
Ockhi keeps schools shut

2017 36mm* (Dec 5)

2016 0 mm

2015 0 mm

2014 1.5 mm (Dec 13)

2010-13 0 mm

2008-09 Trace

2007 0 mm

BEWARE OF VIRAL FEVER, EAT WELL

Other Parts: 12 Hours
Byculla | 35 mm

B Ward (Mohammed Ali Road, 
Masjid Bunder) | 28 mm

Dharavi | 23 mm

G-South Ward (Lower Parel) 
| 21 mm

Fort | 37 mm

Dadar | 27 mm

Goregaon | 24 mm

Borivali | 26 mm

CYCLONE OCKHI’S MOVEMENT NEAR MUMBAI: ON TUESDAYWEATHER 
FORECAST

 A few spells of rain 
or thundershowers 
likely to occur in city 
and suburbs

 This would mostly 
be in the first half of 
the day, after which 
skies would be clear

HIGH TIDE 
WARNING
Dec 6, Wednesday | 

4.29 metres

Night | Continued to move 
northeastwards, weakening 
gradually into a deep depression

Noon | Ockhi came 
230km southwest 
of Mumbai

5:30pm | Ockhi 
was 100km 
from Mumbai

Drop in 
maximum
temperature in 
one day from 

December 4 to December 5

100
STEEP TEMP DROP

Maximum

Date Colaba Santacruz

Dec 5 23.2 23.3
Dec 4 32.8 33.6
Dec 3 33.8 33.2

Minimum

Date Colaba Santacruz

Dec 5  21 21
Dec 4 25 23
Dec 3 24 21.6

DECEMBER RAIN
24-hour highest, 
recorded in last 10 years

HEALTH 
ADVISORY

 A sudden shift in 
weather conditions 
can lead to increased 
incidence of viral 
fever, cold, cough, 
and upper respiratory 
infections

 Eat nutritious food 
in order to build 
immunity, which will 
help resist infections

*IMD considers Santacruz data as 
representative of city statistically

ALL-TIME 
HIGHEST*

RAINFALL IN MUMBAI

Source: 
BMC
automatic
weather 
stations

8.30am-8.30pm,
Tuesday

ColabaSantacruz

DECEMBER TEMPERATURES

Cyclone Ockhi has weakened into a deep depression. It is 
expected to cross the South Gujarat coast near Surat as a 

depression on Tuesday night. Light rains are expected to continue 
till Tuesday — Ajay Kumar | SCIENTIST, INDIA METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT, MUMBAI

DEC 5

DEC 4-5
Recorded 
over 24 hours,
starting from 
8.30am
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LOWEST MAX

Previous Dec 12, 1967 | 31.4 mm

MumbaiMumbai

DelhiDelhi

LucknowLucknow

HyderabadHyderabad

AhmedabadAhmedabad

KochiKochi

SrinagarSrinagar

30.3
2011, Dec 28

30.0
2008, Dec 21

29.8
2007, Dec 31

28.8
2012, Dec 31

28.5
2009, Dec 28

28.3
2015, Dec 24

2013, Dec 31

31.3
2016,
Dec 25

27.8
2014, Dec 31

26.5
2010, Dec 13

70.3mm

12
Hrs

Mumbai: The state cabinet on
Tuesday approved an ‘indust-
rial policy for women entrepre-
neurs’ under which they will
be provided up to Rs 1crore ca-
pital assistance, subsidy in in-
terest rates for loans and subsi-
dised power. Besides, shops wo-
uld be reserved for women ent-
repreneurs in malls,
commercial complexes and
market yards. 

Industries minister Sub-
hash Desai said, “The state has
3.15 lakh registered enterpri-
ses, of which 9% are owned by
women. We aim to double the
number of women-owned in-
dustries and make Maharash-
tra home to highest number of
women industrialists.” 

Harshdeep Kamble, indu-
stries commissioner, said, “A
woman entrepreneur would
get 15 lakh to maximum Rs 1
crore assistance. It will be 15%-
35% of the total capital invest-
ment of the industrial unit.”

TOI had reported on Octo-
ber 28 that the state govern-
ment was ready with a draft in-
dustrial policy for women ent-
repreneurs.

Asked about measures be-
ing taken to ensure benefits are
not appropriated by men, De-
sai said, “Industries or units-
—proprietorship, partnership
or cooperative—will get the be-
nefit only if they are 100% ow-
ned by women. All partners
should be women.” Besides, at
least 50% of employees should
be women. 

He said the government
may change a few clauses so
that more women can avail
themselves of the scheme.

Welcoming the govern-
ment move, Vineeta Singh, co-

founder, Fabbag.com, a beauty
and grooming subscription
startup, said, “Any incentive
for women entrepreneurs is al-
ways welcome because there
are so few of us. I would especi-
ally look forward to the loan in-
terest subsidy because most
small companies shut down be-
cause of lack of capitalisation
and there are enough statistics
to prove that women entrepre-
neurs all over the world have lo-
wer access to capital than their

make counterparts. So, this
will definitely be a boost along
with the reserved retail spaces.
I am not aware of this list of
30,000 women entrepreneurs
maintained by the state so it
would also be great if such in-
formation is easily available
online and the sign up process
for such schemes is not too
cumbersome or one that requi-
res too many approvals by go-
vernmental agencies as that
becomes a major barrier.”

Women-owned firms to
get up to `̀1cr govt aid

Conditions: 50%
Female Staff, 

No Male Partner

 Some portion of land 
in MIDC areas will be 
reserved for women 
entrepreneurs

 Few shops will 
be reserved in malls, 
commercial complexes & 
market yards

 Builders will get 10-15% 
incentive in FSI for such 

projects

 Space to be reserved 
for display of products in 

malls, theatres, bus stops, 
stations, foot over bridges, 
subways and complexes

FINANCIAL AID & SUBSIDIES

`15L- `1cr | Capital assistance 
from govt for units set up by 

women entrepreneurs

15-35% | Contribution of 
state in capital investment

5% subsidy in interest 
rates for loans for 5 yrs

`1-2 per unit | Electricity 
charges—lower than Rs 7-8 for 

industries in general

`648 cr to 
be allocated 
for the policy 
in 2018-19

`15 cr
allocated in 

2017-18

VISION 2022 
The policy will be in force 
for five years. Industries 
department to decide on 
future in 2022

INFRA BOOST FOR WOMEN-ONLY PARTNERSHIPS

Road Ahead
`2,000 cr
investment in 
such projects 
expected in 5 yrs

1L jobs 
expected to be 
generated

Budget allocation

Ram

SPL INDUSTRIAL POLICY GETS NOD

Sujit.Mahamulkar
@timesgroup.com

Navi Mumbai: After three
weeks of investigation into
the burglary at Bank of Baro-
da, Juinagar branch, the cri-
me branch and Sanpada poli-
ce teams have recovered 5,523
grams of gold valued at Rs1.38
crore, 412 grams of silver
worth Rs 1.23 lakh, Rs 12.19
lakh in cash, UAE dirhams
and Saudi riyals to the tune of
around Rs 23,000. 

The collective loot seized
is worth Rs 1.52 crore, said
cops, Four more accused, all
labourers recruited for tun-
nel-digging are still at large
and around 50% of the booty
is yet to be recovered. Cash
and valuables to the tune of
Rs 3.43 crore were cleaned out
from the lockers.

“The mastermind, Hajid
Ali Baig (45), claims that in
2014 he was released on bail in
a burglary case. He then saw

the reports on TV of the 
Punjab National Bank bur-
glary in Sonepat, Haryana,”
said police commissioner
Hemant Nagrale. 

“He began planning for a
similar break-in since then.
He later met other criminals
when he was lodged in diffe-
rent jails and roped in Shra-
van Hegde (37), Momin Khan
(24), Anjan Mahanti (43) and
Moiddin Shaikh (43) for the
plot. In April 2017, when all of
them were out of jail, they
met in Ghatkopar and chal-

ked out the plan to target
Bank of Baroda in Juinagar,”
he added. Baig and four other
accused roped in Deepak
Mishra who brought four la-
bourers from UP. The wor-
kers were tasked with dig-
ging the 40-ft tunnel from the
store till the bank locker ro-
om. Gena Prasad alias Bha-
war Singh, who took the store
on rent, died due to an illness
on August 8 in Rajasthan.

“One gang member had
conducted a recce of the bank
using a hidden camera,” said

DCP Sudhakar Pathare.
The men started digging

the tunnel in June and conti-
nued for six months. “To alert
the labourers, in case anyone
heard the sound of digging, a
gang member sat in a car par-
ked on the road and used wal-
kie-talkies to communicate,”
said an official. 

On the night of November
11, three labourers reached
the bank’s locker room. The
burglars used three big
screwdrivers to prise open
each of the 30 lockers. They
were in the locker room for
around 8 hours till 7.30am 
on November 12,” said anot-
her official. 

“After seeing the demonst-
ration by the burglars, 
who could easily break one
locker within 15 minutes by
using three screwdrivers, we
have decided to conduct a se-
minar for all banks in the ci-
ty,” said Nagrale. 

The police will direct ma-
nufacturers to enhance safe-
ty features in lockers. As ma-
ny as 11 people have been ar-
rested in the case, Deepak
Mishra and three others are
yet to be nabbed. 

Sanpada bank heist: `̀1.5cr loot
recovered, 50% still missing

Mastermind
Enlisted Aides

In Prisons

INSPIRED BY 2014 SONEPAT BREAK-IN
The accused 

planned the break-in 
at Bank of Baroda, 
Juinagar branch in 
April 2017 when they 
were out on bail. They 
met in Ghatkopar to 
fine-tune their plan

Recce conducted 
using camera in pen

Lockers prised 
open using 
screwdriver

CASE CRACKED
The gang members may be booked 

under the the Maharashtra Control of 
Organised Crime Act as there are more 
than 100 cases like robbery, burglary, 
dacoity and the Arms Act

George Mendonca

K K Choudhary

Mumbai: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) provisional-
ly attached five properties col-
lectively worth Rs 22.4 crore
belonging to former minister
and senior NCP politician
Chhagan Bhujbal in a money
laundering case connected
with the Maharashtra Sadan
scam on Tuesday. The proper-
ties include bungalows, flats
and commercial premises in
the city, Nashik and Pune.

So far, the ED has attached
properties worth Rs 178 crore,
including the Tuesday attach-
ments, in the case. 

Bhujbal and his nephew
Sameer were arrested in the
case last year and remain in
jail. Bhujbal is fighting for ba-
il in a court. The ED is also in-

vestigating some other bena-
mi transactions allegedly ma-
de by Bhujbal in the case. 

“On Tuesday, some proper-
ties of Bhujbal and his family
have been attached, which is
absolutely bad in law as some
of the properties were procu-
red by grandmother of Mr
Bhujbal and willed to him,
and some were taken by him
decades back under MLA quo-
ta,” said Bhujbal’s lawyer Sa-
jal Yadav.

Yadav said the properties
had no link with the proceeds
of crime or the Maharashtra
Sadan project. “There was no
requirement or legal backing
of this attachment. It is only
done to create headlines to in-
fluence the bail proceedings
as no attachment otherwise
has been done in last one year.
After Supreme Court struck
down the draconian Section
45 of PMLA, which laid an em-
bargo on bail, the ED has re-
sorted to sharp tactics, which
are condemned,” Yadav said.

ED attaches
five Bhujbal
properties

worth ̀̀ 22cr
Vijay V Singh & 

Swati Deshpande TNN

SADAN SCAM

Mumbai: Till Tuesday noon, Cyclone Ockhi
was 230km west southwest of Mumbai. In the
evening it was closest to Mumbai, around 100km,
and moved north-northeastwards and weake-
ned gradually. “From Wednesday it will be cle-
ar,” said Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, scientist and
head of the cyclone warning division at IMD.

By evening the cyclone had weakened into a
deep depression as it was expected to cross the
south Gujarat coast near Surat. Weather offici-
als said that by Wednesday the cyclone was ex-
pected to dissipate. Tuesday’s 12-hour rainfall
(8.30am- 8.30pm) was more than the December
12, 1967 record of 31.4mm, received during a 24-
hour period. Unlike in the past few days, as the
day progressed, it started getting progressively
cooler. The maximum temperatures recorded
on Tuesday by the IMD Colaba and Santacruz ob-
servatories were 23.2 degree Celcius and 23.3
degree Celcius. In both cases, the maximums we-
re almost 10 degrees below normal, and also 10
degrees below what was recorded on Mon-
day—32.8 degree Celsius and 33.6 degree Celsius
recorded at Colaba and Santacruz.

IMD records show that Tuesday’s maximum
temperatures were the lowest ever recorded in
the last 10 years. The rain led to not only maxi-
mum temperatures to fall, but also the usually
considerable gap between night and day tempe-
ratures to narrow down to just two degrees. Mi-
nimum temperatures recorded on Tuesday we-
re 21 degree Celsius or thereabouts. Rain recor-
ded on Tuesday at Navi Mumbai was 23 mm and
Thane 18 mm. Data from two Isro satellites, In-
sat-3D and Insat-3DR, on Ockhi has helped the
authorities to issue timely warnings to the pub-
lic and initiate emergency measures. 

Pollution levels dipped in Mumbai becau-
se of rain and high wind speeds. Unusually for
December, a winter month, Mumbai’s air quali-
ty index was 109 on Tuesday. An AQI between 101
and 200 is considered to be moderate, which me-
ans air quality is acceptable and poses only mo-
derate health risk to sensitive individuals. “Un-
til about three days ago, Mumbai’s AQI was in
the poor category as winter conditions were set-
ting in. But for the last two days, in spite of high
moisture levels and lower temperatures, wind
speeds due to the cyclone ensured that pollution
levels fell,” said Gufran Beig, project director, Sy-
stem of Air Quality Weather Forecasting and

Weather to be clear today 
as cyclone weakens: IMD

Richa.Pinto@timesgroup.com

Richa.Pinto@timesgroup.com

All fishermen and boats that
were out in the sea have

been accounted for. Boat
owners are now counting losses,
said Koli Mahasangh secretary
Rajesh Tapke. “This entire week
we won’t be able to go out
fishing,” he said. “There are over
10,000 fishing boats in
Maharashtra. We are looking at
aloss of at least Rs 50 crore.”
Additional chief secretary (relief
and rehabilitation) Medha
Gadgil said, “After we received
cyclone warning on Saturday,
we sent out warnings asking all
boats to return ashore. At the
time there were 2,606 vessels off
the state’s coast.”

Meanwhile, because of
improving conditions,
passenger boat services from
Navi Mumbai, Mandwa and
Elephanta are likely to be
resumed on Wednesday
afternoon, said JNPT. TNN

All boats out at
sea back in coast

Three followers of Dr BR Ambedkar were injured
on Tuesday after a pandal collapsed on them at

Shivaji Park. They were among the thousands who
have been coming to Chaityabhoomi, Dadar, for
Mahaparinirvan Diwas, or Ambedkar’s death
anniversary, observed on December 6. The BMC
has had to make special arrangements to shelter
about 20,000 Ambedkar followers, who were
caught in the rain on Tuesday. They were housed in
about 70 municipal and private schools in Dadar
and adjoining areas like Parel. The BEST
undertaking swung into action on Monday night to
shift the stranded devotes, operating several bus
trips for the purpose. BEST also deployed an
adequate number of buses at LTT, where scores of
devotees had arrived, ferrying them directly to the
schools. As many as 1.5 lakh followers are known to
have already visited the site, with 6 lakh expected
on Wednesday. The civic body generally provides
accommodation at Shivaji Park itself, which wasn’t
possible this time because of Ockhi. The BMC has
also had to take special coastal precautions. It shut
all entries to the shore at Dadar as there was a high
tide of 4.29 metres on Tuesday noon. The BMC has
set up two teams of assistant commissioners at
Shivaji Park and Chaityabhoomi to help
Ambedkar’s followers. TNN

Sanjay Hadkar

20,000 Ambedkar devotees
sheltered in Dadar schools

Research (SAFAR). Among 10 locations monito-
red by SAFAR, the most polluted was Borivli
(AQI 226; poor category), and the least was
Chembur (AQI 61).
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