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New Delhi: The tumult in the
Supreme Court over the alle-
ged role of judges in admis-
sions to private medical colle-
ges ended on a rather tame note
on Tuesday, with a three-judge
bench rejecting the plea see-
king an SIT probe into the mat-
ter while limiting itself to me-
rely “deprecating” the conduct
of advocate-petitioner Kamini
Jaiswal as “unethical, unwar-
ranted and contemptuous”.

Just a day after feverish
proceedings in the court when
it repeatedly warned the peti-
tioner against committing con-
tempt, the bench decided to ex-
ercise restraint in order to not

deepen the crisis within and
the split in the bar. It said the po-
wer to initiate contempt called
for extreme care and caution
for securing public respect and
care for the judicial process. 

The reluctance to take ac-
tion notwithstanding, the
bench minced few words in 
delineating the offence it found
the petitioner guilty of. 

After dismissing the peti-
tion, a bench of Justices R K
Agrawal, Arun Mishra and A
M Khanwilkar said, “It is the
duty of the bar and the bench to
protect the dignity of the entire
judicial system. We find that fi-
ling of such petitions and the
zest with which it is pursued
has brought the entire system

in the last few days to unrest...
We deprecate the conduct of
forum-hunting, that too invol-
ving senior lawyers of this co-
urt. Such conduct is wholly
unethical, unwarranted and
nothing but forum-hunting.” 

Concluding the 38-page
judgment on a conciliatory to-
ne, the bench said, “Let good
sense prevail over the legal fra-
ternity and amends be made as
lot of uncalled for damage has
been made to the great institu-
tion in which public reposes
their faith.”

Jaiswal had engaged se-
nior advocates Dushyant Dave,
Shanti Bhushan and Prashant
Bhushan on three different da-
ys—Thursday, Friday and
Monday—to argue her petition
in the SC. On Monday, the
Bhushans had requested recu-
sal of Justice Khanwilkar. The
three-judge bench found the re-
quest for Justice Khanwilkar’s
recusal “contemptuous”. The
bench said it was far fetched
and unimaginable to attempt
connecting the arrest of an ex-
judge of Orissa high court in

the medical scam case with the
proceedings before a bench he-
aded by Chief Justice Dipak
Misra, which in fact had refu-
sed any relief to the medical
college in question.

“The submissions so raised
... and the entire scenario crea-
ted by filing of two successive
petitions, are really disturbing.
The entire judicial system has
been unnecessarily brought
into disrepute for no good cau-
se whatsoever. It passes com-
prehension how it was that the
petitioner presumed there is
an FIR lodged against any pub-
lic functionary. There is an av-
erment made in the writ peti-
tion that it is against the hig-
hest judicial functionaries,
that the FIR has been recor-
ded,” the bench said. It rejected
the petitioner’s arguments th-
at the CJI should not have judi-
cially or administratively dealt
with her plea as it concerned
proceedings in the CJI’s court
and should have been heard by
a bench of the first five senior
judges as directed by Justice J
Chelameswar on Thursday.

Doesn’t Slap
Contempt
Charge On
Advocates

‘Judge-middleman nexus’: SC
dismisses plea for SIT probe 

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

UPHOLDING DIGNITY 

New Delhi:Favouring zero to-
lerance towards corruption,
the SC has said corrupt acts co-
uld not be condoned even in ca-
ses where the amount invol-
ved was meagre and any sym-
pathy towards delinquent offi-
cials was uncalled for.

A bench of Justices Arun
Mishra and L Nageswara Rao
refused to show leniency towa-
rds a bus driver of Uttarakha-
nd Transport Corporation
who was caught for allowing 61
passengers to travel without
ticket and upheld the state’s
decision to sack him. It set asi-

de the HC order which had 
directed the state to reinstate
the driver. 

In this case, the corpora-
tion’s inspection team had fo-
und in 1995 that 61 passengers
were travelling without a tick-
et. The driver was suspended

to the driver in advance before
the show-cause notice was is-
sued to him. Challenging the
HC order, the corporation mo-
ved the SC, contending it was
not mandatory to supply re-
port before the show-cause no-
tice and there was no illegality
in proceedings against him. 

The SC agreed with the
corporation and set aside the
HC verdict. Pleading for leni-
ent approach, driver conten-
ded that the dismissal was dis-
proportionate to his delinqu-
ency. “.... acts of corruption/
misappropriation cannot be
condoned, even in cases where
the amount involved is meag-
re,” the SC bench said.

and a departmental probe or-
dered against him. The disci-
plinary authority dismissed
him from service in 1997 after
which he moved the HC which
directed the state to re-instate
him. The HC held that the in-
quiry report was not provided

Corruption cannot be condoned even
if amount is meagre, says apex court

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: A 23-year-old stalker
burned his former classmate to
death in her Adambakkam
apartment on Monday night af-
ter she refused to marry him, po-
lice said. Her mother and sister,
who tried to overpower the man,
suffered burns and are battling
for life at Government Kilpauk
Medical College and Hospital.

Police later the arrested the
accused, M Aakash of Kamara-
japuram, in Velachery and a co-
urt sent him to jail.

Aakash, who studied engi-
neering with S Indhuja, 22, had
been stalking her for more than
a month after she turned down
his overtures and told him her
family was seeking a wedding
proposal. Aakash, who worked
as a marketing executive for fo-
ur months, is now jobless, while
Indhuja was a trainee at an IT
firm on Old Mahaballipuram

Road. On Monday, Aakash went
to her house in Saraswathy Na-
gar at 8.45pm. Indhuja and her
family were initially reluctant
to open the door, but let him in af-
ter he claimed he only wanted to
speak to her for a few minutes.
Her younger brother was on the
terrace. Indhuja’s father Shan-
mugam is in Canada. 

“An argument broke out af-
ter Indhuja told him she would
only marry a groom chosen by
her parents,” said a police offi-
cer. Aakash then took a can of
petrol which he had kept outsi-
de and tried to pour it on her.
When Indhuja’s mother Renu-
ka and sister Nivedha tried to
stop him, they were also doused
in petrol. “Scared, Indhuja then
ran into her bedroom, when he
lit a lighter and threw it on her,”
the officer said. Renuka and Ni-
vedha sustained burns when
they held her and tried to put out
the fire. 

Chennai techie set
ablaze by stalker, dies 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Almost 18 years af-
ter Perarivalan was convicted
as a plotter in the Rajiv Gandhi
assassination case, a former
CBI officer involved in the inves-
tigation told the Supreme Court
that the convict did not know of
the plan to kill the former PM.

Former officer V Thiagara-
jan also said that Perarivalan’s
version of not being aware of
the plot was not recorded in his
confessional statement which
was heavily relied upon by the
courts to convict him as this
would have favoured the defend-
ant and defeated the purpose for
which his version was recorded. 

Thiagarajan justified his de-
cision saying he had grown con-
cerned at Perarivalan languish-
ing in jail with declining pro-
spects of release and this led to
his conscience prompting him
to set the record straight.

The 1981 batch IPS officer
had recorded confessional state-
ments of Perarivalan alias Ari-
vu in 1991in which he was said to
have admitted that he had pur-
chased two batteries and hand-
ed them to Sivarasan — the lead-
er of the assassination squad —
to be used to detonate the bombs
to kill the former PM. 

Perarivalan also stated he
was not aware of the purpose for
which the batteries were bought
and was in the dark about the as-
sassination plan. Interestingly,
Perarivalan has spent his time
in jail completing and gaining
diplomas and degrees offered by
the Indira Gandhi National
Open University. 

Now, Thiagarajan has filed
an affidavit in the SC and ex-
plained the reason for the “omis-
sion” of Perarivalan’s particu-
lar statement from his confes-
sion and virtually supported his
plea for remission of the sen-
tence. “It is humbly stated that
accused Perarivalan’s state-
ment that he was totally in the
dark as to the purpose for which
the batteries were purchased

was not recorded by me, because
it would be an exculpatory state-
ment and hence the whole pur-
pose of recording the confes-
sional statement would be lost.
Further, I did not deem it fit to re-
cord this exculpatory statement
because the investigation re-
garding the bomb was pending
at the time of recording the con-
fessional statement,” he said in
his affidavit.

“We were not sure at that
time about the part played by 
Perarivalan in the conspiracy
but as the investigation pro-
gressed there was confirmation
about the ignorance of the said
accused relating to conspiracy
... Hence a mere fact of provid-
ing the nine-volt battery in the
first week of May 1991would not
make him privy and party to the
said conspiracy. This internal
evidence also makes it clear that
the accused was not taken into
confidence about the assassina-
tion. This would clearly show
that the fact that Rajiv Gandhi
was going to be assassinated
was not at all in his knowledge,”
he said. 

The officer’s statements is
contradictory to the SC verdict
which in 1998 held “we therefore
reach the conclusion that A-18
(Arivu) was actively involved in
the criminal conspiracy to as-
sassinate Rajiv Gandhi”. Pera-
rivalan was about 20 years’ old
when he was arrested and has
spent 26 years in prison. He was
granted parole in August this
year for the first time since his
arrest in mid-1991. 

Man jailed in Rajiv
killing as I hid facts,
says ex-CBI officer

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

Rajkot: A couple from Savar-
kundla town in Gujarat’s Amre-
li district enjoyed rare happy
moments in the last two years
when PM Narendra Modi ar-
ranged for free medical treat-
ment for their ailing 12-year-old
son, in response to their hand-
written letter seeking help for
their son’s debilitating neurolo-

gical disease. But a year on, dia-
mond polisher Dinesh Maisu-
rya has written to the PM, this
time seeking euthanasia per-
mission for his son, Parth. 

“Parth suffers seizures 8-10
times in a minute. He has been
in this condition for 15 months.
We can’t bear his suffering any-
more,” said Maisurya. TNN

Guj man writes to PM seeking
euthanasia nod for ailing son

REVELATION IN APEX COURT 

Amid allegations that the Yogi Adityanath-led government
was not giving due recognition to Taj Mahal, the UP

government told the SC on Tuesday that it was fully committed
to protect and preserve the 17th century monument and its
surrounding environment. Refuting the allegations, the state
government in its affidavit told the apex court that it was even
considering to frame a mico-level plan with the help of experts
and professional institutions for protection and preservation of
the monument. TNN

Committed to preserving Taj, UP tells SC
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EFFECTIVE 15TH NOVEMBER, 2017
GST RATES HAVE BEEN REDUCED FOR

THE BENEFIT OF ARTISANS

FROM 3% TO NIL ON
Bangles of Lac/Shellac

FROM 18% TO 12% ON
• Hand bags & shopping bags of jute and cotton • Furniture wholly made of bamboo or cane

• Hats (knitted or crocheted)

FROM 28% TO •

FURNITURE AND WOODEN ITEMS GLASSWARE
• Article of wood, wooden frame, paving block • Glass of all kinds and articles thereof such as

• Furniture, mattress, bedding&similarfumishing mirror, safety glass, sheets, glassware

STONEWARE MUSICAL ARTICLES

• Goods of marble and granite • All musical instruments and their parts

• Articles of stone and artificial stone OTHERS

LEATHERWARE • Lamp and light fitting

• Art icle of apparel & clothing accessories of • Odoriferous preparations, perfumery
leather, guts, furskin, artificial fur and other • Festive, carnival &other entertainment articles
articles such as saddlery and harness for any • Artificial flowers, foliage and artifidal fruits
animal

• Trunk, suitcase, vanity cases, brief cases, Also, GST rate on job work services in relationtravelling bagsand other hand bags, cases to manufacture of those handicraft goods in
METALWARE respect of which the casual taxable person has
• Articles of cutlery and similar non electric been exempted from obtaining registration, to

domestic appliances, other art icles of copper be reduced to 5% with full input tax credit.
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An everlasting gift
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n OFFERS YOU THE LARGEST RANGE OF SOLITAIRES AT THE MOST REASONABLE PRICES
1.VL For more details, visit our store or log on to www.mesotitaire.com or call on 022-62441331
S0; 1 '  A I R ;

MUMBAI : Ghatkopar : Gili World : R City Mall. Ph: 022-67705492 1 Thane : Viviana Mall. Ph: 022-61 701 064 1 Exclusive
Asmi Store : R City Mall. Ph: 022 - 67709486 1 Exclusive Nakshatra store: Vashi: Inorbit Mall. Ph: 022-27811917 1
Malad: Infiniti Mall. Ph: 8433667150

Certified by:

IrEPEI111111EIR To locate a store near you, log on to www.Ijow.in Follm 0•e^
oa° °'R "5 or call toll free 1800 102 4480 1 82. 000 0- 0

I .

We are a next-generation entertainment company focused on online video
sharing platforms. We boast strong channel relationshi ps throughout the
market using a multi-platform, multi-genre approach to reach a worldwide
distribution. In addition to this , our company produces full-video content
for Internet portals with an extension intoTV. We are currentl y looking for
all interested actors and actresses from India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh.

• Males & Females between ages 18-50.
• Must speakfluent Eng lish
• No previous acting experience required.
• Must have confident personalities that will work well on camera

If selected , actors & actresses will receive an att ractive salary package.

If interested in scheduling an audition, please send a brief bio
along with a picture/headshot to forgetthefilter @gmail.com


